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The Geometrical Proofs For And Against Atomism: A Study of Mulla Sadra’s and

al-Farahari’s Arguments

Ammar Bassam Yamani®

. i@hotmail

Abstract

This paper tackles the controversy between the falasifa and the mutakallimun concern-
ing the existence of atoms. It achieves the task by presenting, elucidating, and examining
a special kind of arguments adavanced by both parties to prove their position, i.e. the ge-
ometrical arguments. Particularly, it reconstructs the debate by looking at the geometrical
proofs Mulla Sadra al-Shirazi gave against the existence of atoms in his commentary on Hi-
dayat al-Hikma, and the ones provided by Abdulaziz al-Farahari in his super-commentary
on al-Taftazani’s commentary on al-aqaid al-nassafiya. The paper offers a critical, logical
analysis of the arguments provided by both of them. It argues that the geometrical argu-
ments advanced by both -Sadra for the philosophers’side, and al-Farahari for the side of the
mutakallimun- face serious problems, circularity for the falasifa and the insufficiency of the

argument to prove the thesis for the mutakallimun.
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-Arabic reference

1- Ibn Sina, Aba ‘Ali al-Husayn, al-Isharat wa-al-tanbihat, Bustan Kitab, Ed: Mujtaba al-
Zari'7, ‘am : 1392

2-Ibn Sina, Aba ‘Ali al-Husayn, al-Shifa’, Silsilah Intisharat, Ed: Hamid Asfahany, ‘am :
1383.

3-Al-Jurjant, ‘Al (al-Sayyid al-Sharif), sharh al-mawagqif, Dar al-Kutub aI-‘IImTyah, Ed:
Mahmad al-Dimyati, St: 1 ‘am : 1998 .

4-Husayn al-Maybudt (Qadi Mir), sharh Hidayat al-Hikmah, al-Matba® al-‘Alawt, Ed:
‘Ayn al-Qudah al-Husayni, ‘am : 1309.

5-Al-Khayali, Shams al-Din Ahmad, Hashiyat sharh aI—‘aqa'id, al-Matba' al-Yasufi.

6-Aldrfwfy, Khalid, Nazariyat al-jawhar al-fard al-kalamiyah, al-Rabitah al-Muham-
madiyah lil-‘Ulama’.

7-Al-dawant, Jalal al-Din Muhammad, Hashiyat al-Tajrid al-qadimah, nuskhah brynstwn.

8-Al-Razi, Fakhr al-Din Muhammad, al-matalib al-‘AITyah, al-Maktabah al-Azhariyah lil-
Turath, Ed: Ahmad Hijazi al-Saqqa, St: 1 ‘am:2013.

9-S Byns, tarjamat : Muhammad Aba Ridah, madhhab al-dhurrah ‘inda al-Muslimin,

Maktabat al-Nahdah al-Misriyah.



«enjlagoll @l<iallg [jav Ma Wguliall JUaiwll Guwljanajall yagall (nle dwaiall alalll 122

10-Al-Sabzawari, Hadr, sharh al-Manzamah, Mu’assasat al-tartkh al-‘Arabr, Ed: Hasan
Amuli, St: 1.

11-Alshalwy, ‘Abd al-‘Alf (Bahr al-‘Ulam), Hashiyat Bahr al-‘Ulam ‘al4 Sadra, al-Matba’
al-5a‘fd bi-Ramfar.

12-Alshalwy, ‘Abd al-‘Alr (Bahr aI—‘UIUm), Fawatih al-rahamat, Dar al-Kutub al—‘llmTyah,
Ed: ‘Abd Allah ‘Umar, St: 1 ‘am: 2002 .

13-Al-Shirazi, Sadr al-Din Muhammad (Sadra), al-asfar al-arba‘ah, Dar lhya" al-Turath
al-‘Arabr, St: 1.

14-Al-Shirazi, Sadr al-Din Muhammad, sharh al-Hidayah al'thyryh, Mu’assasat al-tarikh
al-‘Arabr, bi-tashth : Muhammad Zakkar, St1: 2001.

15-Al-Shirazi, Qutb al-Din Mahmiad, sharh Hikmat al-Ishraq, Intisharat bnyad Hikmat
Islamf Sadra, Ed: Najafquli Habibr, St1: 1392.

16-Sa’in al-Din ‘Alf al-Tarikah, tamhid aI—qawé‘id, Bastan Kitab, Ed: Sayyid Jalal al-Din
Ashtiyant, St1: 1393 .

17-Al-Tast, Nasir al-Din Muhammad, tahrir aqlyds, Maktabat al-Qur'an wa-al-sunnah,
ma'a hawashi Muhammad Barakat ilah Abad, wa-Muhammad al-'Azim Abadr.

18-Al-Tast, Nasir al-Din Muhammad, sharh al-Isharat wa-al-tanbthat, Nashr al-
balaghah,St1:  1383.

19-‘Abd al-Haqq sahib al-Hikmah al-quswa li-hall alsdrd, Maktabah rshydyh, 2013 .

20-Faraj Balhajj, Falsafat al-jawhar al-fard fi ‘ilm al-kalam al-Islamr, al-Dar al-Tanistyah
lil-Kitab, St1: 2014 .

21-Alfrhary, ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, al-Nibras sharh sharh al—‘aqa'id, Dar Yasin, Ed: awqan qdyr,
St1: 2012.

22-alqysry, Dawad, sharh Fusas al-hukm, Mansharat Bayrat — Lubnan, Ed: Hasan

Zadah.
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23-Muhammad Zahid ‘Aziz khayl, Nayl al-awtar sharh sdra, Maktabat al-Haram.

24-Muhammad Mubarakshah al-Bukhari, sharh Hikmat aI—‘Ayn, al-Matba‘ah al-
Mirtyah, St1: 1904.

25-Al-Naraqi, Mahd, Jami' al-afkar wa-naqid al-anzar, Intisharat Hikmat,St1: 1381.

26-Hzarwy, Misbah Allah, Misbah ali al-nuha li-kashf Lata'if alsdra, Maktabat al-Qur’an

wa-al-sunnabh.
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