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Introduction

Thank you for your interest in applying to the VAC Mentorship &
Guidance Program! Please fill out the application form on the
program page by registering, providing your personal and
professional information, and explaining why you wish to take
partin the program.

The final and most important task in the application is to attach
your portfolio. We have put together these guidelines to help you
prepare a strong portfolio that showcases your abilities and
potential.

i


https://engage.moc.gov.sa/vmgp

What s a portfolio?

A portfolio is a compilation and selection of your best work. It is a crucial component of
any professional art program, exhibition, grant, or residency application.

What is not a portfolio?

Here are some examples of inappropriate portfolio submissions:

« The use of materials in lieu of a portfolio (cv, letter of recommendation,
certificates).

« Unfinished portfolio containing examples of work without captions.
« No works, just a mention of popular social media pages.

« Aportfolioinan unrelated field (graphic design, interior design, fashion design,
architecture, photojournalism, commercial photography, product photography,
lifestyle images, filmmaking).

« Submitting the file in an inappropriate format (for example: inclusion of a single
image instead of a PDF file).

- Irrelevantimages, copies of the work of other professionals, fan art, lifestyle, and
hobby projects.

Please follow the recommendations below to have your application considered for the

program. Enter the section that corresponds to your professional field: artist, curator,
or art critic / art writer.

8 11T
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Artist

1. Artist Statement: Start your portfolio with a concise artist statement that
introduces yourself and provides insight into your artistic practice. Explain your
creative approach, inspirations, and the themes or concepts that drive your
work. Use clear and engaging language to help the viewer understand your
artistic intentions.

2. Selection of Artworks: Include a limited and careful selection of your best and
most representative artworks. Focus primarily on your most recent work, as this
is likely to represent your current artistic abilities and creative direction. Select
works that demonstrate technical proficiency, originality, and emotional or
conceptual depth.

3. High-Quality Images: Ensure that your portfolio features high-resolution
and well-litimages of your artworks. If possible, photograph or scan your
artwork professionally to accurately represent the colours, textures, and
details. Pay attention to composition and framing to present your work in the
best possible way.

4. Artwork Details: Provide accompanying information for each artwork: titles,
medium, dimensions, and the year of creation. Consider including a brief
description or statement about the inspiration, concept, or technique behind each
artwork to provide viewers with a deeper understanding of your creative process.

5. Organization and Presentation: Compile the images into one pdf document.
Ensure that your portfolio is well-organized and visually appealing. Arrange the
artworks in a logical order, considering factors such as colour schemes, themes,
or chronological order. Pay attention to the layout, typography, and overall
design to create a polished and professional presentation.

Remember, your portfolio should represent your artistic identity, skills, and vision.

9 (T
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Curator

When applying for the Mentorship and Guidance Program as an emerging curator, itis
important to create a well-structured and compelling portfolio of your work that
showcases your expertise, knowledge, and artistic vision. Here are some guidelines to
consider when putting together your portfolio:

1. Introduction: Begin your portfolio with a concise introduction that outlines your
background, qualifications, and experience as an art curator. Include a thoughtful
statement that reflects your curatorial philosophy, highlighting your unique
perspective and approach to curating.

2. Selection of Curatorial Initiatives: Include a section showcasing a selection of
exhibitions or other initiatives that you have curated in the past. Provide an
overview of each project, including the theme, concept, and objectives. Include
high-quality images of the artworks included, along with captions that provide
details about the artists, titles, medium, and dimensions.

3. Publications and Catalogues: Include any publications, catalogues, or essays
you have authored or contributed to. This could include exhibition catalogues,
articles in art journals, or online platforms. Highlight your ability to write about
art, articulate concepts, and communicate effectively with various audiences.

4. Collaborative Projects: If you have collaborated with other curators,
institutions, or artists on projects, feature those collaborations in your portfolio.
Describe the nature of the collaboration, its objectives, and the outcomes
achieved. Include relevant documentation, such as photographs, reviews, or
documentation of public program

5. Educational Background and Certifications: Provide information about your
educational background in the arts, including degrees earned, relevant

coursework, or specialized certifications. Highlight any additional training or
workshops you have attended to enhance your curatorial skills.

Remember, your portfolio should demonstrate your potential as a curator.

10 (T



ol jgiall diys aoliy
il iyl wagill

Art Writer /Art Critic

When applying for the Mentorship and Guidance Program as an emerging art writer or
art critic, your portfolio plays a crucial role in showcasing your writing skills, critical
thinking abilities, and knowledge of the art world. Here are some guidelines to consider
when putting together your portfolio:

1. Writing Samples: Include a selection of your best-written pieces that
demonstrate your ability to analyse and critique art. Include reviews, essays,
articles, or any other relevant writing pieces.

2. Variety of Topics: Show your range by including writing samples on a variety of
art topics if possible. This could include reviews of exhibitions, profiles of artists,
analysis of art movements, or critical essays on specific artworks. Highlight your
ability to write engagingly about diverse subjects within the art world.

3. Publication History: If you have been published in journals, magazines,
newspapers, or online platforms, include a list of these publications in your
portfolio. Provide links or copies of the published articles to demonstrate your
experience and credibility as a writer.

4. Artistic Context and Knowledge: Demonstrate your understanding of art
history, art theory, and cultural context. Include writing samples that display
your ability to contextualize artworks within broader historical, social, and
cultural frameworks. Show your expertise in analyzing the conceptual and
aesthetic aspects of art.

5. Interviews and Profiles: If you have conducted interviews with artists, curators,
or other art professionals, include samples of these conversations in your
portfolio. Showcase your ability to conduct insightful interviews that reveal the
artist’s perspective, artistic process, and motivations.

6. Critical Analysis: Include writing samples that exemplify your ability to provide
nuanced and thoughtful critical analysis. Highlight your skills in evaluating
artworks based on their formal qualities, conceptual depth, cultural significance,
and relevance within the contemporary art landscape.

Remember, your portfolio should reflect your unique voice, critical insights, and passion
for art.
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Good luck with your application!
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